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Extra? from the Rev. Mr. Wilfon continued, 


N the mean Time I take that for granted, which hath 
been (agreeably to plain and evident Scripture) the ac- 
knowledged Deé?rine of the Catholick Church, however 
denied and derided by fome late Innovators ; viz. That 

the Holy Spirit of God is (according to Chrift’s ownPromile) 
given to dwell in the Hearts of Chriftians, to beget and pre- 
ferve fpisitual Life in them, to conduét them in their Way, 
to ftrengthen them with Might in the inner Man, to fhed 
abroad the Love of God in their Hearts, and witnels their 
Adoption, to affift them in holy Services, and gradually to 
perfect the Work of Sanétification in them. t To {pend 
many Words in proving this, which is already fo clear to all 
unbyafs’d Judgments, were to light a Candle before the Sun. 
As for that ridiculous Senfe that fome have endeavour'd to 
faften upon thefe, or fome of thefe Scriptures, as if they 
were to be underftood only of the Spirit as given to the 
Church in common, and not to particular Chriftians, it is fo 
utterly inconfiftent with the {Cope of thofe refpedctive Places, 
and runs fo contrary to the whole {tream of Scripture and @/! 
Antiquity, that | think it needlefs to wafte Time in refuting 
it. He that will but confiderately read over the feveralPlaces, 
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and faithfully examine the Context, may eafily fee theVanity 
of it. ‘That of the learned Gretius is clear and full, Not only 
the whole colletive Bady of the Me ork but alfo particular By. 
lievers are rightly call’d the Temple [of the Holy Ghoft} becau/e 
the Spirit of God dwelleth in their Minds. || And if thofe who 
are careful (according to the Apoftles Counfel) not to quench 
the Spirit, but to ftir up the Grace of God in them, have 
their Hearts more warm’d and enlarged in holy Duties, than 
others, who either want that Meafure of Gifts, or are de- 
fective in improving them, I cannot conjecture why this 
fhould be made a Matter of Reproach, but that fome Men 
are angry at every Thing that is not juft of their own Size, 
or not fuitable totheir Guff ; and therefore are refolved to 
revile and culumniate it, though by thofe W ounds the Heart 
and Life of Religion be found to lie a bleeding. 

But let us hear what is further objected, to juftify thefe 
Mens Prejudices. 

Secondly, It is faid by fome, ‘* Thefe Heats are but the 
<* frantick Freaks of a crazed Brain, and the product of a re- 
‘* Jigious Frenzy. 

I anfwer, 1. We need not be much moved with this fenflefs 
Charge, when we find the Pen-men of facred Writ to have 
little better Meafure made them by the fame Hand. For of 
them we are told, that they wrote many Times they knew not 
what, and gave forthOracles,when they were befide themfelves :* 
(his Word is alienata mente : ) which was one of the vilePofi- 
tions of the Montani/ts and Cataphrygians, ¢ reje&ted and con- 
demned both by antient and modern Divines. And yet to 
juftify this Affertion, our Author + gravely cites Cicero de 
Divinatione, calling the Raptures of their Pagan Vates by the 
Name of Furor ; and Virgil calling Sibylla a mad Propbete/; : 
and ‘Fu/iin the Hiftorian, Lib.24. where fpeaking of the much- 
fam’d Oracle at Delphos, he tells us of a very deep Cave in 
the Mount Parnaffus, near Apollo’s Temple, out of which 
proceeded a cool Air, which being driven upward by a cer- 
tain Wind, did turn the Minds of the Prophets into Madnefs ; 
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from the Charge of Madne/s. 127 


who being thus infpired, were forced to give Refponfes to 
thofe who came to confult with the Oracle. 

Wolzogen is much briefer in citing this of ‘Zu/fin, for he fays 
no more out of him but this, That the Minds of the Prophets 
were turned into madnefs, when they were filled with God. But 
Lhave related it fomething more largely out of the Author 
himfelf, that the Reader may the better underftand theHifto- 
rians meaning. And is it not a goodly Piece of Service, and 
greatly for the honour of Religion, that a chriftian Writer 
{hould compare the temper of the Lord’s Prophets, {peaking 
by Infpiration from Heaven, tothe fanatick Fury of thofe 
diabolical Prophets, that were evidently acted by a blaft from 
Hel! ? He that hath fo little Reverence for thofe Worthies, 
who were infallibly affifted in what they preach’d and wrote, 
as to fpeak thus reproachfully of them, no wonder if he 
trample upon theServants of the fame Lord now. But what 
do I {peak of the Difhonour done to the Servants of God by 
a Man, that fpeaks fo irreverently of God himfelf and his 
holy Word in many Paflages throughout his Book ? as is ob- 
vious enough to the View of every unbyafs’d Reader. 

2. Let it be confider’d, what Colour there can be for this 
Jmputation, when the Perfons thus charged are known to be 
fober and confiderate, and in all their Difcourfes & Affairs 
as rational as other Men, and as compofed every Way as 
any of thofe who thus traduce them. As therefore when 
fome faid blafphem ufly of our blefled Saviour, He hath a 
Devil, and is mad, why bear ye him? + Others made ant- 
wer, Thefe are not the Words of him that bath a Devil. As 
if they had faid, AZen po/Je/? or mad do not peak after thisRate, 
or carry them/elves after this Manner. So may | fay of thofe 
who are now reproach’d for Mad-men by aGeneration of the 
fame profane Temper ; examine the Behaviour of thofe who 
are thus calumniated, obferve their grave Deportment, their 
ferious Difcourfe, their circumfpeét Carriage, their prudent 
Conduct ot Affairs ; and let fober Reafon judge whether 
thefe be the Effects of Madnefs. : 

«© But, may fome fay, this is nothing. Men may have a 
‘* partial or particular Madnefs, that takes them m fome 
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228 Regular Zeal vindicated. 


<¢ be verp fedate and compofed in their other Affairs, ang 
<* yet in Matters of Religion they may be quite befide 
“* themfelves. 

Fora Reply to this: 1. Be it fo; then perhaps the Ob. 
je€tors may be as much concern’d in this as any others, and 
the Charge may be retorted upon themfelves 5 though they 
fpeak and aét like Men of Reafon in other Things, yet it feems 
in Matters of Religion they may be mad. Let themfelves 
look to it. 

But, 2. We will not let it go thus. The Perfons we are 
fpeaking of, and pleading for, are fuch as can and do give 
as intelligent anAccount ( whenfoever required ) as any Other, 
of what they profefs and practife in Matters of Religion, from 
the unerring Word of Truth. - This they plead for ; to this 
they appeal ; by the Precepts of this they live ; and in the 
Hopes of what is there promifed, through the Grace of 
Chrift, they refolve to die. And if this be the Cognifance 
and Charaéter of Mad-men, then let us henceforth look for 
fober Perfons no where but in Taverns, Play-Houfes,andBed- 
Jams, and reckon all other for mad. 

3. Many Inftances might be given of thofe, who while, in 
the Days of their Vanity, they were Strangers to the Power 
and Life of Godlinefs, had the fame contemptible Apprehen- 
fions of thefe Things, and have, with a Kind of Difdain, 
wonder’d what thofe Perfons ail’d, whom they perceived to 
be zealoufly affected in Matters of Religion above the com- 
mon Rate. But after they came to feel the perfwafive Efi- 
cacy of that regenerating Grace, which fome are bold to 
deride, changing their Hearts, they have feen Things with 
other Eyes, and with Indignation wonder’d at themfelves, 
that they fhould be fo flight and ftupid in Matters of fo infi- 
nite Concernment. I doubt not but St. Pau/, while he was 
a perfecuting Pharifee, wonder’d at the Chriftians, as aCom- 
pany of Mad-men, for what they profefs’d and did: But af- 
terward, when his Eyes were open’d to fee his Error, he 
counted himfelf no better than Mad for what he had formerly 
done againft them. { 

4. To which I may add, in the laft Place, That many of 
thofe, who, in the Days of their Health and Jollity, have 
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derided the Perfons wefpeak of, for aCompany of filly ,diftrated 
Fools ; when a Death-Bed hath awaken’d their Confcience, 
and bro’t them to a more fober Ufe of theirReafon, & amore 
ferious View of Eternity, have then changed their Minds, and 
heartily wifh’d themfelves of the Number of thofe whom they 
have formeriy reproach’d, & would be glad to have fome of their 
Oil to put into their own dyingLamps, before they were to en- 
gage in their laftConflict, &pafs from hence into another World. 
But however, the Time is haftening, when thefe Calumnia- 
tors will be fufficiently convinced of their Folly, and take 
theirown Reproaches home to themfelves ; when that fhall 
be fulfil’d that the Author of the Book of Wifdom tells us 5 
t «* That the righteous Man fhall ftand with great Boldnefs 
‘¢ before the Face of fuch as have afflicted him, and made no 
‘© Account of his Labours. When they fee it, they fhall be 
‘¢ troubled with terrible Fear, and fhall be amazed at the 
“© ftrangenefs of his Salvation, fo far beyond all that they 
‘¢ looked for. And they refenting and groaning for anguifh 
** of Spirit, fhall fay within themfelves, This was he whom 
<< we had fometime in Derifion, and a Proverb of Reproach : 
‘* We Fools counted his Life madne/s, and bis End to be without 
‘© Honour. How is be numbred with the Children of God, 
*S and his Lot is among the Saints ! ‘ 
SECT. IV. 

<¢ But, may fome fay, there have been many Pretenders 
** tothe Spirit, both in former and latter Ages, who have 
‘¢ abufed the World. 

1. Very true ; and what will you conclude from thence ? 
There likewife hath been, and are, many Pretenders to 
Learning and Honefty, who, by their cunning Slights and 
Artifices have deceived many. Is this anyPrejudice toLearn- 
ing and Honefty where they indeed are ? Or muft we re- 
folve that thefe are no where to be found, becaufe of fuch 
falfe Pretenders? Is this to argue like Men of Reafon ? 

2. The Apoftle tells us, That the Devil transforms him- 
felf into an Angel of Light, and teaches his Minifters the 
like Art of Impofture. It is one of his grand Methods of 
Deceit, to imitate in and by his Servants, the Opera- 
tions of the Holy Spirit of Chrift, that he may thereby 
cheat the World, and bring the true Workings 
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of the Spirit of God into Sufpicion and Difgrace : As in for. 
mer Times he made ufe of Apollonius Thyaneus, and others, 
to do ftrange Wonders, the better to difcredit the trueMira- 
cles of Chrift and his Apoftles. 

But, 3. Without further Debate, let Mens Fruits eyj- 
dence by what Spirit they are acted. If Men be proud, 
boafters, felf-admirers, {coffers at Holinefs, fierce, unpea- 
ceable, implacable, haters of thofe that are Good, greedy 
Profecutors of this prefent World, &c. Thefe, and fuch 
like, weare fure, are not led by the Spirit of Chrift, but 
captivated by that unclvan Spirit, that works effectually in 
the Children of Difobedience. But if I fee in any the evi- 
dent Fruits of the Spirit of God in Humility, Love, Meek- 
nefs, Self-denial, Crucifixion to the World, and an heavenly 
Converfation ; I fhould be as loth to charge fuch with falfe 
Pretences, as I would be to fall under their Condemnation, 
who call Good Evil, and Evil Good. 

‘* But perhaps it will be further faid, ThatMensFervency 
«s and Fluency in Exercifes of Devotion, are made the 
‘* Heights of Godline/s, and mightily ‘cried up as if they were 
*< the whole of Religion. 

lanfwer ; It is paft all Doubt that there are, among Per- 
fons of all Perfwalions, fome felf-deceived Hypocrites, who 
place the 4// of Religion in Externals. Thus many among 
the Papifts place theirReligion in faying over fo manyPrayers, 
{though in a Language that they underftand not) in going on 
Pilgrimage to the Image of this or that Saint, in ufing cer- 
tain Rites prefcribed them by their Guides, and performing 
the Penances injoined them, and other fuch like outward 
Obfervances. And I doubt not but among Proteftants there 
are too many (of feveral Perfwafions) that place theirReligion 
in being for this or that particular Way of Worthip, different 
from others, and in the Practice of thofe Things, which are 
(at the beft) but fubfervient Means, inftrumentally condu- 
cing to exprefs or excite the inward Devotion of the Heart, 
wherein the Life of Religion confifts. But as they who 
thus do are in a miferable Miftake ; fo who they are that do 
fo, falls not under the Cognifance of any Mortal, unlefs they 
difcover their Hypocrify by their open Wickednefs. Indeed 
whoever they be that take up with any (though the mott 
plaufible, coftly, and labourious ) Services of Religion, while 
they indulge themfelves in their Sin, and walk in contrariety 


to 






a 

¥ 

S 

y 
a 
a 
at 
*- 
4. d 
“ag 
$ 
4 
e 
oc 3 

















7 4" 
i 
Ey 
& 
; 
« 
a 
x 
ba 





from the Charge of I'l Defigns. 23% 


to Chrift?s Gofpel ; By the Grace whereof we are trained up 
to deny Ungodline/s and worldly Lufts; and to live foberly, righ- 
teoufly, and godly inthis prefent World, t (as } fear Multitudes 
do) fuch are felf-condemned Hypocrites. But where there 
evidently appears a ferious Care to credit the Truth profefs’d 
by a fuitable Converfation, by labouring to walk in all good 
Confcience towards God and towards Men ; tocenfure fuch 
(whatfoever Perfwafion they be of) for making any outward 
Exercifes of Devotion, the all, or the chief of their Religion, 
is fuch a Piece of Uncharitablenefs, as isenough to nullify 
any Man’s Religion in the World who fo judgeth. Would 
Men be perfwaded to dwell more at Home, and be better 
acquainted with fearching their own Hearts, they would not 
be fo ready to ftep into God’s Throne, and take upon them 
to cenfure the Hearts of others, which none can have the 
immediate Infpeétion of, but that omnifcient Spirit to whom 
all Secrets are open. 
SECT. V. 

And the like Reply might ferve to the laft and bittereft 
Part of the Charge, viz. ** That thefe Fervours and fluent 
‘¢ Expreffions in the Services of Religion, are made ufe of 
** to drive on fome ambitious Defign, to get a Name in the 
‘¢ World, that being cried up for Men dividely infpired, 
‘* they may have the Advantage to get Power into their 
«¢ Hands, and rule all, and fo fill the World with Schifms 
‘¢ and Seditions. + 

Anf. We are now come to the Bottom [of the Veffel, 
where we have the Dregs of the Adverfaries Paffion. It 
feems hé would parellel thofe he thus bitterly calumniates with 
thofe Demagogues of old, who, by their bewitching Oratory 
charm’d the Hearts of the Vulgar, and thereby accomplifh’d 
their own Ends upon them. For Anfwer to this, I fhall fay 
in the general, (as once one faid in another Cafe,) This is 
indeed a grievous Crime, if true ; and as grievous a Calumny, 
tf falfe. More particularly, I fhall reply thefe few Things. 

1. The beft Aétions in the World are capable of being black’d 
and blemifh’d by a malevolent Spiri’, faftening the vileft Ends 
upon them. Holy ‘fod, as upright as he was, (God himfelf 
bearing Witnefs thereto) yet was flander’d by the Devil, as 
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aiming at bafe unworthy Ends in all the Service he did fs, 
God. Does Fob ferve God for nought. And the like hath beca 
the Lot of God’s moft faithful Servants in all Ages. Wica 
their Enemies knew not what Fault to find with their coown 
and declared A@ions, they would either feign fome horn 
Crime to accufe them of, or (more plaufibly) make wus of 
this malicious Artifice of the great Accufer of the Brethren, 
to blemith their moft innocent Practices, as intended for 4 
cunning Engine to carry on fome bafe Defign; by wh 4 
Means they have endeavoured to raife Sufpicions of them iq 
the Minds of their jealous Governors, and enrage the Ru. 
Jers of the World againftthem. ‘Thus, when the Jews, 
after their return from Captivity, { were bufy in rebuiicing 
the City Ferufalem, in the Days of Ezra and Nebemad,ther 
Adverfaries calumniate them for it, * as if they intended to 
rebel againft the fovercign Powers that were over them. Ou; 
bleffed Saviour and his Apoftles were charged with Seditioa 
for preaching the Gofpel. And thus were the primitive 
Chriftians after them, accufed by their pagan Perfecutors for 
their religious Affemblies, as defigaed to practife Sedition, 
and hatch Mifchief. Many fuch Inftances might be given 
But all Experience doth abundantly witnefs it, that the wr- 
SA, belicft, and moft commendable Works that ever were wre't 
by Men, are liable ta be thus perverted by the cunning Malice of 
an imbittered Enemy. 

The Calumny that we are to encounter,is fo grofly fenfles 
and irrational, that to any confiderate and impartial Eye « 
overthrows it felf. For whofoever he be that defligns to in- 
finuate himfelf into the Minds of Men for his own Advance- 
ment to rule over them, mutt ufe fuch Means for theArtain- 
ment of his Ends, as fhal] beft comply with the Humour of 
the Multitude, and gratify them in what they beft jike. Bu: 
this is evident, that the greatelt Part of Men every where 
are at Enmity with all ferioufnefs and tervency in Religion, 
and cry it down, as not fuiting with thew careleis worldly 
‘Temper. 

(To be fintfoed in cur mext.) 
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